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Established 1848, 

-----0-----

NICHOLS & SHEPARD COMPANY, 
Who made, and have maintained for 

UPWARDS OF 

-----..>,,.7FORTY YEARS,~"'Y"'-

The matchless reputation of 

'I'HE ORrnINAL AND ONLY GENUINE 

THRESHING MACHINERY. 

ADDRESS: 

NICHOLS & SHEPARD COMPANY, 

BATTLE CREEK, MICHIGAN. 



At C is seen the steel fire-box with the sloping crown • •hcet B, also the massive stay bolts on the side and at top and bottom. At B, C, a. part of fl.re-box i s removed to gh·e a partial '\'iew of the interior of the fire-box with the half-inch Hue-sheet at D and ends of flues. At I is seen the solid wrought-iron door frame, and at K the draft-hole frame, At F, H , is seen the wrought-iron door in two sections. 

VIEW OF OUR BOILER, 
With sections of shell and fire-box removed 

to show the interior. 
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FACTS AND FICURES 
FOR OAREFUL PURCHASERS. 

AS our friends have frequently asked us to "post them up" 
on the numerous reasons for the entire superiority of our 

Machinery in every re spect to all other makes, we avail ottr
selves of the opportunity to give the desired information in a 
condensed form . 

Ot1r dealers and friends will thus be enabled to point out 
the radical and vital difference between our "VIBRATOR" 

and the mongrel imitations which are following in its wake, 
and which unscrupulous 1nanufacturers are endeavoring to 
palm off on unsuspecting purchasers as equal to the" original 
and only genuine." 

BEAlt IN MIND, 'rhat we arc the pioneers and original 
inventors of the ~~VIBHATOR," and are 

THE HEAD AND FRONT OF THE FAMILY. 
With the largest, bes t equipped, and finest appointed Thresher 
ll'actory in the world, with ample capital, long experience, 
and special skill devoted exclusively to the production of 
Threshing Machinery alone, it sttrely is not an unreasonable 
claim that we can make 14 our own )iachine" far better than 
any or all of our would-be competitors, bungling imitators, or 
piratical infringers. 

CAUTION. 

The word "VIBRATOR" belongs exclusively to this Com
Jiany, having been coined by us for a Trade Mark. That this 
word was O'ur invention and is our exclusive propei·ty is clearly 
shown by the fact that it was first used by us, and cannot be 
found in any JJictiona,•y; aud also from the further fact that 
the U.S. Government has recognized and protectecl our ex
clusive rights in this direction. Consequently no other com
pany or persons can lawfully use the word on their machin
ery, or in their printed matter. 

~ General features of Su~eriorll~ In Our f ngine,L 
Our Engine is pronouncecl by experts and engineers the 

very height of perfection, and when criUcally compared, side 
[3] 
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by side or point by point, with the average portable engine of 
the day, the verdict must invariably be in our favor. 

Tile Sltell of lloiler is coustrncted of the best selected 
metal. It is a note-worthy fact that our boilers are only 
equaled by those usc,l in the best modern locomotives. 

N. & s. co.'s .LIOILEH. 

Tile .F'irc- Uox is ma.de in the very s lroHgcs t manner, of 
steel of tensile s trength of 55,000 pounds, and is of best pro
portion and shape, as shown by experience. 

The Flue-Sheet in fire-box 
is one-kalf inch thick, th II s 
being of double thickness. 
All the boles for /Ines are 
bored instcucl of punched. 

Tho }'irc-llox is entirely 
surrouudcd Uy water, corn~e
qucn tly 110 h eat is was ted. 
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·A Sloping Crown-Sheet is provided for the fire-box, whic], 
gives an additional safeguard against the effects of low water. 

VIF.W SHOWING S'rEEL FIRE-BOX. 

'J'he lVater Spaces around fire-box are 11.n11 s1mlly large. 
This ample space permits the uninterrupted descent of all 
impurities to tile capacious ''water-bottom," from which the 
sediment can easily be removed. 

vrnw SHOWING DOlYBLE RIVETING ON BOILER. 
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Double-Riveted.-The seams on our largest boilers are 
double-1·iveted where the severest strain comes, thus adding 
immensely to the strength and durability. 

Workmansl1i11. - The boiler is put together by tbe best 
workn:ien, under the personal supervision of one of the most 
expericnc,,d boiler-makers in the Un ited States, whose work 
has become justly famous throughout the Northwest, and 
especially on the Great Lakes. Every one is tested by hy
clraulic pressure, and also by actual ,vork when "firc\d up. " 

'l'ry-GaugeR, n1ade from onr own extra heavy patterns, are 
provided h1 the boiler front. 

The Glass Water-Gauge is made from our special pattern, 
and is placed close to boiler, which position renders it less 
liable to be broken. 

A Surface Blow-Oft' is provided, by which tbe scum can 
be blown out as often as needful-a very useful feature. 

'J'he llonnet is provided with our 
improved patent spark-arrester and 
the wire safe-guard. 

Tlte Exhaust Steam, after passing 
through the heater, is conducted i11Lo 
the stack, and utilized jn keeping up 
the draft. 

A Rlower is provided by whicl1 
''live·" steain · can be used in ·forcing 
the draft when llecessary. 

A ,r.Lock-n]l" ''P0J)" Safety .. Valve 
with nickel seat, is fnrnisbed, which is entirely reliable and 
proves a perfect safeguard. 

The Steam-Gauge is of the improved Bourdon style, with 
polished metal face. lt is proYided with the patent bulb sy
plwn, which is found to he indispens,.hle to the perfect work
ing of a steam-gauge. 

The Steam ,vhistlo is frmn our own extra heavy pattern, 
und costs nutch more than the 11sual make. 

TJ,e Trucks are finely finished, um1s1rnlly ·substantial, and 
consequeutly durable. 

The Massive Wrought-iron Axle passes entirely beneatlt the 
fire -box, and thus supports the boiler perfectly. 
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A Powerful Brake is furnishecl on our plain engines. 
The Door of }'Ire-Box Is In two aect!ons, and made with 

two thicknesses of wrouglit metal. The hlr1ges and btches 
are of solid w1·ouglit.iron, and every part Uts like a parlor 
stove. 

'fhe Frames around the door and dt•afi-opeuing are of 
sol'id 'wrought-iron, two inches sq uarc. Tl,e front or boi1er 
11ncl the fire-box are held together by massive rivets, which 
pass through these w1·ouglit-iron frames. 

Above views show the front of our 
boiler and wrought-iron door frame and draft hole frame. 

The Draft-Ope11l11g has a neat and perfect cover by which 
the draft can be nkely regul&.ted, and also prevents all 
danger from fire. 

Stay Bolts. The fire-box is stayed to the shell in every 
direction by extra large and massive stay-bolts. 

The Crown-Sheet la provided with n fusible safety-plug, 
which will melt on tin case the water gets too lo;v, and thus 
give the engineer due warning. 
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The Cylinder is of the locomotive style. It ts entirely 
"jacketed." The plston"is fitted with our improved ~etallic 
packing rings, which are self-adjusting. 

'fJte Yalve is made in the locomotive style, which exv<~ri 
euce has demonstrated to be the most simple, least liable to 
get out of order, and produces the highest results on a port
able engine. 

The Gulde-Bars (or ways) are made in the most approved 
locomotive form, and are arranged for easy and accurate 
adjustment. 

The Connectlng·ltod is made in the locomotive style, and 
as perfect in proportion and material as the utmost care and 
the best workmanship can make it. It is provided, at each 
end, with l>rass boxei:;, and a wrought-iron strap and key of 
most app1 oved form. 

oun CONNECTING-non. 
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Tho Brass Boxes at each end of the co.nne~ti11g-.rod are of 
extra size, and have more bearing surface than the usutt' 
makes, thus preventing heating and cutting. At each end o 
the connecting-rod is a self-feeding glass oiler. 

B 
C 

PARTS ffl<"' OUR CONNECTrNG·ROD. 

A 

I 
The Crank is a perfecily balanced disk, forced ·1)on the 

shaft by enormous screw pressure. 

1'he Wrist-Pin is extra large, and made ot cold-rolled steel, 
and fitted accurntely in position, so that it is perfectly true. 

'l'he Dfain-Slmf't is of cold-1·0Ued steel (which is of extra 
strength), and as it is of extra size, it is, of course much 
superior in every respect to the ordinary make. 

The Pillow• mock• are planed perfectly true, and the 
main-shaft boxes are fitted in them so accurately that there is 
not the slightest chance of the main-shaft getting "out of 
line." 

PILLOW-BLOCK ON OUR ENGINE. 
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The Mal11°Sbaft Boxes (ou nur No. 10, No. 13, and No. 17 
engines) are of brass, und Ucing made in four pieces, arc 
adjustable s'ideways and from the top. They are extra heavy 

Heater.-'l.'he hollow 
frame, or bed, of engine 
is utilized as an efficient 
heater., 'rhe ureed-water 
pipe" extends fron1 end 
to encl through the cen
ter of this hollow bod. 
'l'hc exhaust steam also 
passes throi1gh · the bed 
and circulat('s around 
the feed - water pipe, 
thus heating the water. 

Tlie Chock-Valve is ex
tra large and strong, 
and is provided with a 
drip - cock to prevent 
freezing in colLl weather. 

nncl substantial, and 
with average good 
management will last 
a life-time. 

An Automatic, Self
Fee <I in g Lubricn,tor 
supplies the valve and 
c y Ii n cl er constantly 
with oil. 

The Governer is the 
most reliable and dur
able now bnilt, and 
is furnished with onr 
i mprovecl valve and 
patent spring-speeder. 

A Stop - Cock is pro
oun OOVEH.NOR. 

vided between check vnlve and boiler. 

A Brass Plug is placed in tile elbow of feed-water-pipe 
near the boiler. 'rhis plug can be taken out and the lime 
deposit remond from the pi)?e when necessary. 
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Hose.-The very best make of H patent snction hose., is 
fnrni2hed. It is much superior to the usnal style. 

OUR PUMP. 

A Brass Nozzle for '"re
tL1rn" hose, and also a 
wire-covered snction
strainer are provided. 

rl'he l.,ump is astonish
ingly s imple, tho r 
oughly efli ciPnt, and 
wonderfully durable. Jt 
i s made entirely or 
brass. lt can l>e taken 
apnrt and put togcth<'r 
agai11 in one minute. l t 
excites the O.Llmirntion 
of every engineer. 

A Substantial Iron Sent i8 pul on every cngiuc. It "is 
bracketed to the side of boiler. 

'l'he Water llox u"'l Fuel llox (o n the platform of Se lf
Guiding Engine) nre furnished free, and also a pole (or 
tongue), wiffletrees, and neck yoke. 

All tl,e " llrnss Fittings " are of extra quality of brass, of 
government standard, and are made especiall y for ou r Engine 
from our own ext1·a heavy patterns. 
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The Tr!lction Attachment i,s acknowledged to be far supe
rior In simplicity, durability, aud case of operation. 

The Spur Gearing Is exceedingly strong and durable. 
The Driving Pinion "A," on main shaft, is cast-steel. I I 

is holcl in, or on t of, gear by means of the "slip-pin" " B," 
and set·screw B C." 

~ 
Drivina Pinion wWt Slip-pin "B." 

'l'he Differentiul (or Corupens:Lting) Gr:Lr 011 co1.mter shaft 
is an indispensable clcvicc, by means of which the sharpest 
curve can be turned without anything being thrown ont of 
gear, or any strain put on any part. 'l1he differential gear can 
be i1 locked" when necessary. 

Differential (or Compensatina) Gear. 
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'l'he Driving Wheels arc made entirely of iron, and dr.ive 

from the rim instead of the hub, thus obviating all strain on 
the spokes. 

The Front Wheels arc provided with raised centers on the 
rim. These centers prevent the engine from, slipping side
ways when the guiding attachment is in use. 

· 'l'l10 Massive Wrought-Iron Axle [shown in the cnt] is 
furnished with our regular 'l'raction engine. It will be 
noticed that the boiler is supported at six po·inis by the steel 
springs. 

OUR REAU AXLE WITH SlX S'l'E"EL ~PltlNf;S. 

The Guiding Attaclnncut is substantial, c011venient and 
thoroughly eflicient, and by its aid tlJC engine can be guided 
by the engineer with en lire ease. 

A Stroug Draw-Bar (with steel spring) is provided, which 
is attached to the under part of the boiler in the most thor
ough ancl subst.antial manner. 

OUR DRAW-BAU WI1.'ll S'l'EEL SPRING. 

'l'he Engineer's J>Intform is covered with iron, and is 
attached to the boiler by powerful supports and braces. The 
engineer can reach the throttle-valve-lever, reversing-lever, 
try-cocks, whistle, cylinder-cocks, pntnp-valves, and gaiding 
attachment without stirring from his position. 
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-0UR-

STRA W-BURNING ENGINE. 

Herewith we give a view Gf our Straw-Hurning E11giuc, 
which is conceded to be the most durable, efficient, and con
rcnient engine of that class 110w in the market. The fire-box 
is entirely surrounded by water. It bas one large, direct flue, 
aud eighteen "return,, Jlues. The boiler is jacketed. 'l'hc 
smoke-box is snrrounded by water. The smoke-stack has 
our patent spark-arrester. ,ve build only one size, viz., 13 
J,orse-power. We furnish onr Straw-Burning Engine, either 
plain, or with Traction Attachment. as shown in foregoing 
view . 

.F'rom Jlansorn County Gazett,. 
L1ssoN, Dakota, Oct. 28, 1886. 

On or about Aug. 19, 1886, R. L. Sholly & Co. sold Nordvig 
& Torson one of the celebrated Nichols & Shepard Straw 
Burner Engine and qVibrator" Separator onffits, for which 
they gave their notes. They have paid their first note in full 
and •ay they have made $500 clear or all expenses beside, and 
never lost one moment of time. rrhcy say tlie Nichol a & 
Shepard is the machine for business. Their customers all 
want them again . Ask Nordvig at Buttzville ahout it, 
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General Featu,1·es of Supm•iority 
in our • • Vibrator. '' 

1<:Xtra C111iadt,y ol' Se11arnting and Cleaning l'nrts.-Notice 
I hat our machines greatly excel all others in these important 
respects. For instance: Our 24-ineh cylinder Separator has 45 
square feet or separating surface, and over 12 square feet or 
cleaning surface. Other makes of 24-inch machines will be 
found to measure not over two-thirds the capac ity of ours. 

Our 28-inch cylinder Separator has 50 square feet of sepa
rating surface, and 14 square feet of cleaning surface. Ex
amine other makes of 28-inch machines, and you will find only 
ahout two-thirds the capacity of ours. 

Look at our No. 2 and No. 4 Steam Power Separators, with 
GO square feet of separating surface, and lS square feet of 
clr.uning room, while the best of other makes show only about 
two-thirds to three-fourths as much. 

These essential di.tferences, in connection with the other 
grain saving, time saving, and 1nouey 1naking appliances of 
our "Vibrator," only need to be brought to the notice of ex
perienced or intelligent purchasers to determine their choice. 

Clean Threshiug. -By our admirable device for changing the 
position of the concaves to suit the various kinds and condi
tions of grain and seeds, in connection with our twelve-bar 
cylinder, the operator, is enabled to do the most thorough 
work in threshing. We usually use two wide concaves, each 
containing two rows of teeth, in combination with a narrow 
concave (without teeth). This blank concave can be plac.ccl 
either in the middle, or behind the other concaves as rlesfred, 
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to suit the varying conditions or kinds of grain or seed. 
Tllis admirable arrangement is secured by letters patent, and 
can be used on no other machine. 

Cheapness of Repairlng.-The risk of break-downs is 
always in proportion to the number of wearing parts, other 
things being equal. Using less tkan kalf the machinery and 
wearing pieces that other machines do, and having all parts 
carefully adapted to each other and to the work to be per
formed, it is plain the liability to accident and breakage must 
be greatly lessened. The difference between a cheap ma
chine and our superior VIBRATOR would frequently be 
swallowed up in a single break-down on the part of the 
inferior machine. Life is too short to waste it in trying to 
get paying results from inferior machines. 

Sales of Extras Compared.-It is a significant fact that the 
Extras or repairs used on other machines are so costly that 
nearly all first-class dealers who retain the agency of such 
machines keep it almost wholly for the prollt on the exh·as 
which tkey supply. 

We find them asserting and proving that, as a rule, they 
get from four to ten times as mnch out of extras for other 
machines as they can from an equal number of Vrn1tATORs 

sold, and most of our agents actually insist that the sales of 
extras for our VmRATOR don ' t pay for handling. It is our 
proudest boast that neither ourselves nor our agents have ariy 
''bonanza" in selling extras for our matchle8s, economical 
Threshers. 

Ea8e of Managemeut.-It has become a maxim that "any 
one who can run a wheelbarrow can run a VIBRATOR.,, The 
.. ::ole machine is so thoroughly simple that about all the 
thrcsherman has to do is to btart it and feed in the grain. 
There is no "poking," "scraping." and ''throwing of belts~" 
as in ot.!:er machine;;, Ae the c:n.::.lllicated fixtures and ma
•..:.'V· .f·~·:i-, vrhi•~h giv~ e-uch tror . . , ·11. other machines, are 
~ .• o,.>-e1y dispensed witn in our v IBRA'cv a, it is plain to every 
one · .. ,c!)t no apprenticeship is necessarb ~,;, learn how to run it. 

Sil11plicity.-This feature of the Vrnr. \TOR is apparent at 
a gls-n•;a. Complication of working pa, ts always leads to 
vexalivPs delays, and costly break-downs, with consequent 
loss cl ~:me and money. The entire separntion in onr VIBRA

TOR ie effected in the most simple and thoroughly effective 
manner. The advantage of onr VrnRAS"JR in simplicity of 
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construction has become so well known that nothing more 
need be said. 

Light Runnlng.-By the admirable arrangement of the 
varfous parts of our VIBRATOR it n1ust nccesi:-arily run very 
light. The shakers arc snspendccl by iron rod:--, a11d swiu~ 
freely to and fro wit!iout friction. As they arc connected by 
the pitmans to the same shaft, they eounter-lJalancc each 
other, thus avoiding all end shake. 'fhc only friction inside 
the Separator is that occasioned by the passage of t .. e straw 
through the machine. When tested with steam power, it has 
been found that the VIBRATOR will do the same work, in 
better shape, with 15 to 30 lbs. less steam than is required by 
others. The steam-power test is accurate, with no gness
work about it. It tells the story of ligbt-ruuning. 

Convenience.-Our VIBitA1'0R has always been found to be 
extrmnc1y convenient in ''turning short,'' ''cramping, 1 ' 

"backing,,, etc. 'rhe sills of the n1achine are suflicicntly 
high to permit the front truck wheels to pass entirely under 
I.hem, thus cnabliug the machine to be turned around almost 
within its length. The "<.leek" of the machine is '' low 
clown," and consequently is not Htop-heavy" like other 
makes. 

Adverse Whuls.-Our Vw1tATO1t has peculiar fitness and 
capabilities in this respect. 'rhe straw fa.Us upon the stacker 
much nearer the n1acldnc than in other Separators, and h; 
protected from side ancl bead winds by tbe ample chafI wings 
and wide canvas sides, so that it cannot be affected in tlic 
least in its passage to the stack, It is well known, and has 
become a proverb, that the VrnRAcTOit makes perfectly clean 
work as it goes along, without regard to wind or weather. 

Threshing :111d Cle.,ning Small Seeds.-Our machine has 
acquired a well-grounded reputation as the ONLY truly suc
oessj'Ul seed-thresher. Flax, 'fimothy, Clover, Millet, Hun
garian, and other small seeds, are handlecl as easily ancl per
fectly as grain, and without making a single change ( except 
in clover). Other machines require a wagon load of costly 
special attachments, and even then arc notably inefficient. 

SPECIAL FEATURES. 

Straw-Gnide.-We now place just at rear of the concaves, 
a device consisting of a small shaft filled with fingers, or 
teeth, which turns the straw upward aud compels it to strike 
against the wings of the beater, thus making a break in its 
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course and allowing the grain to fall through the wrouglit
iron grating into the lower sllaker. 'l'his guide is adjustable 
for different kinds of grain and seeds, by menus of a handle 
and thumb-nut on cylinder post. This device has been thor
oughly tested, and proven to be of great utility in the sepa
ration. 

Slraw Guide al rear of Concave;:. 

Wrought-Iron Gr11tlng,-'l'his consists of a number of 
wrought-iron rods, running lcngthwii;c of the uutchine, which 
arc placed in the upper Shaker, at 1·cnr of Straw Guide and 
immediately under the Beater. This grnting permits the 
grain to pass freely into the lower Shaker. 

Wrought-Iron Bcator.-We have found this Beater, as 
constructed and used by us, to be of much advantage. It 
materially aids in separation by stopping the flying grain and 
dellccting it down into the lower Shaker. It p revents the 
Cylinder from ~•wrapping" and u winding'' by JH-1.ssiug the 
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straw back as fas't as tbreshed. The dust from the Cylinder 
is also drawn through, by the suction of the Beater, and not 
thrown out in the feede•'s face. By the combined action of 
the .Beater and Straw-Guide, a complete "break,, is n/ac1e in 
the course of the straw as it comes from the Cylinder, and 

Slraw-Guide, Beater ana Wrought Iron Gratina. 

the intermingled graln is ullowcd to separate from the straw 
aucl fall tbro11gh the wrought-iron grating into the lowe r 
Shaker. 'l'hns tbc sc1rnrution is almost entirely effected close 
to the Cylinder. :/'his arranaement is patented, ana cannot 
be 1tsed on other machines. 

Bruke.-A powerful and durable Brake h; HOW furnished 
with every Steam Power Separato,·. It is arranged in the 
most convenient manner, ancl will be appreciated by every 
t.11rcshcrman as an exceedingly handy and useful feature. 

Steel Teetl1.-We use Steel Teeth exclusively in our Cyl
inders. rrhey are made specially for ns, and each one is 
~tamped with our iuitinl as a safeguard ngai11st fraud antl 
imposition . 

Low Down }.,eature.-Our V1BH.A'l'OR has alv.ays been 
noted for being much le::;s "top-hcnvy 11 than other machines. 
The front end is about s ix inches lower down than any otber 
of this type of machines, and at the same time the silis are 
high enough to permit the front truck wheels to pass entirely 
under them. 

A, Sheet-Iron Sieve (K), with" lipped" ope nings, io per
manently fixed to the rear end of the lower Shaker, just over 
the ~l10C', by 1neans of which the grniu is almosL entirely 
cleaned before it strikes the sieve in the shoe. This improve-
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ment has been thoroughly tested, and proved an entire suc
cess. This arrangement is patented, and cannot be used on 
any other machines. 

lJPLI F'T 1\I.OVE 1'1EN'l' lLLUSTHATED. 

lmJ)roved Sieve-Movement.-By an ingenious and simple 
device (shownatF, C, and 1) the sieve is given an "uplift" 
move1nent at the inner end. 'rhie 1notion, in combination 
with the side shake, effectually prevents all "clogging," and 
obviates the endless and bot,hersmnc "pold11g and scraping," 
so common and unavoidable with othc>r machines. This a1•. 

ran gement is patented, and cannot be 'Used on other machines. 

Fan-Adjuster.-By this iu: 
gen ions arrangement the 
thresherman has entire con
trol of the wind-blinds on both 
sides of the Separator, while 
standing at one side, and can 
raise or lower one or both 
without changing his position. 
'rhis is an admirable and very 
convenient feature. This ar-
1·angement is patented, and 
cannot be used on other ma
chines. 

Extended Deck.-Thc deck, or cover, extends over and 
beyond the tail end of the shoe, and at each side is hung a 
hinged "c!la:JI-board." This arrangement, in con~ection with 
the canvas side-wing2 and canvas stacker-sides, effectnally 
prevents the chaff and straw from being affected by side 
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winds, or scattered ont. It also perfectly protects the shoes, 
sieve, and rear part of the Separator from rain and storm. 

:Back Posts.-Our VrnRA1'0R is 110w constructed with the 
back posts arranged in such a manner that lJy merely taking 
out two coach screws and detaching the connections, both or 
the Shakers can be taken out at the rear end of the machine 
without disturbing any other part. This arrangement is 
patented, and cannbt be used on any other machine. 

TJ,e Front Bolster is thoroughly braced to the reach, and 
also with heavy wrought~iron braces, which extend from the 
sill nnder the outer end of the bolster. The reach has been 
shortened up so that the wheels can be turned completely 
around under the Separator Hclc::tr" of everything. This is 
a valuable feature, and adds to the many other "handy" 
features of our VrBRATOR. 

The Cylinder is provided with center "beads" ( instead of 
rings), gi-ving greater strength and additional ,veight. The 
cylinder yokes and boxes are of new and improved pattern. 
The shaft is of steel, and of extra size and length. The 
cylinder is balanced on H ways," and again when at full 
speed, to insure the utmost accuracy. 

The Folding St1tcker, which proved such a success, has 
been much improved in important respects, which give 
added value. · It is pronounced the most convenient, durable, 
and efllcient Stacker now manufactured. The great wear and 
tear involved in removing the Raddle, taking down and put
ting up the Stacker at every job, etc., is thus entirely ob
viated. The Stacker is folded and carried on the machine, 
with Raddle attached. 

Three-Strap Stacker Raddle is furnished without addi
tional charge. Ilaving three belts, it is less liable to twist or 
run to one side, and being driven with three pulleys instead 
of two, rnns much steadier and stronger. 

Overblast Fan.-By its admirable construction, the blast 
is almost entirely delivered above the sieves, mHl conse
quently the grain is nearly cleaned before it strikes the 
sieves at all. We have always constructed this fan very 
large, to give ample volume of wind without making it 
H keen" or "sharp; " consequently the grain is cleaned 
thoroughly without "blowing over," as is unavoidable with 
many others. 



-22-
The Last Rank of "Fingers has an uplift movement iu 

common with the others. This movement causes the straw 
to work off perfectly even, withont any H ~ unching," as in 
other machines. 

The Elevator, with increased capacity and improveu 
co11str11ction, is capab1e of taking care of any quantity of 
Htailings," and gives no tronble whatever. His prononnced 
the n1ost perfect, durable, and effective Elevator 110w mann
l'acturcd. 

lmprovetl Shaker Hods, l'rom upright shaft to Shoe and 
lower Shaker, a11d al~o on the 'railing Spout, which are 
provicleu with adjustable boxes and set-screws, for taking up 
all lost motion. They are attached to the arms and driving 
heads by turned wrist-pins, which insure perfect operation 
with the least friction. 

'l'he Grain is delivered from the spout in front of the 
rear wheels. To accomplish this excellent result, the fan
mill has been removed toward the cylinder, thus enab1ing ns 
to greatly enlarge the capacity of the sieves, and thereby 
increasing the already immense cleaning facilities. 

Geared "Star,ker Windlass. "-Each Separato1· is now fur
nished with our new Geared "" Stacker Windlass,'' by means 
of which the Stacker can be raised or lowered with entire 
ease. 

Ol!r " Geared " Windlass for· Stacker. 
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Shaker Extension.

'l'his is practically an 
extension of the upper 
Shaker, and co nsists of 
:n1 inclined slat-work1 

with a return grain 
boarcl beneath. Whe 11 

the Separator is operat
ed by Steam Power, and 

0u1· "Shake1· Extension." the most ampl~ sepa-
rating capacity is de·· 

mnnded. this'~ Extension,'' by taking out- the ~1 last kernel,, 
and passing it back to the Sieve, meets the wants of the most 
urushing" e.team threshermar... Its practical · effect is to 
lengthen out the Separator several feet, and effectualiy save 
all the grain . 

.(JGJ'> T hi.s arrangement i.s fully covered by Letters Patent, 
and cannot lawfully be used in any other rnaehine. 

Im1lroved Cyliucler Ca1,.-This cap is attached to the top 
of the Separator frame by the wrought-iron hinges, and when 
needed can be thrown entirely back to give access to the 
Cylinder ancl Concave. In threshing scatterings, rakings, or 
headings, it can be partially raised, and firmly held by the 
bracket and thumb-nut at the side. By the peculiar construc
tion of the Cy lindor Cap, aided by tile "suction" of the 
"beater," the dust is carried through with the straw, and not 
thl'own out in the feeder's face. 

Our lmJ•roved Horse Powers are fully described in onr 
illustrated Pamp!Jlet. We furnish either our Improved 
HTriple Gear" or" Spur Speed," as preferred. Our castings 
arc much heavier and stronger than others use, and made 
from the choicest brands of Lake Superior Charcoal Metal; 



-24-
all the journals are long and mn in Babbitt Metal; the cog 
_gears are very heavy and with Jong surfaces; the frame tim
bers are thoroughly seasoned Oak ( not green Ash, as com
n1only used by others); tltc tr11ck wagon is 1rnt np cqunl to 
the best lumber wagon. A comparison of our Powers with 
others wHl disclose importaut features of easy adjnstmcut 
and for keeping everything Hin ]inc," not thought of by 
other makers. 

Our Clover Hulling Attachment 

FOR OUR "VIBRATOR." 
~;--

By the aid of tbis attach:ihent, our VIBRATOR is enable.cl to 
thresh, hull, anc.l clean clover seeU as thoroughly as the reg u
lar huller, an<l. much faster; and we can assure our friends 
and customers that our V1BRA~on is as superior in clover as 
in all other seeds and grains, and we are fully justified i11 
asserting that the day and generation of the costly clover 
huller is past. T!:lis must be so when it is known that by 
putting our CLOVER ATTACilMENT into our rcirn]ar VIBRATOR 
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at an average expen•e of about $50, the operator is enabled 
to convert his grain thresher into a perfect clover machine 
that will do ve;ry much faste,· worl, than the most costly 
clover huller, and savo and clean the seed in the most perfect 
manner. 

Bear in mind that this attachment is not a part of our 
regular Thresher outfit, but is enirely distinct, and only fur
nished when specially ordered. 

The following letter from one of our customers in Putnam 
county, Ind., speaks right to the point:-

MESSRS. N rcHoLs, SHE? ARD & Co.:-
In 1879 I bought a NICHOLS, SHEPARD & Co. "VIBRAO'0R," 

and with it one of your patent Clover Hulling Attatchments. 
The entire outfit cost me less than $500, the Clover Attach
ment -being only $48 extra. With this machine I have made 
nearly $5,000. In the business of hulling clover alone I have 
earned over $1,800 with an attachment that cost me only $48. 
My work has given far better satisfaction than I was able to 
give wllen I used the regular old-style clover huller. The 
cost of repairs for Separator and Hulling Attachment during 
the four seasons will not exceed $20, and this was about all 
expended for cylinder teeth. C. W. CURRY. 

When an investment of $48 pays $1,800 it certainly mnst 
be n. safe one to make, and every thresherman should remem
ber that NrcnoLs & SHEPARD Co. build the only complete 
cmnbined Grain and Clover Thresher now known. 

I 

v-<1 Glz'l&::AP ~~GltliM&::RY. t>--
-0-

The Question of '' Low Prices " Considere1l. 
---o--

We are sometimes asked why the prices of our goods are 
apparently higher than some others of jnfcrior make, and we 
avail onrselves or this opportunity to place the matter_in il• 
I.rue light . · 

Our HVIBRATOR" Threshers and Portable Engines em
body the best results of our experience and study during our 
long business career. Whatever would add to their durability, 
efficiency, and solicl exceJlcnce in any particular, has been 
eei,ed npon and utilized without regard to labor or expense. 

In this connection it wiJJ be pertinent and timely to warn 
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the public against Cheap Portable Engines. The superiority 
of our machinery in all particulars is now so generally ac
knowledged, that our competitors have 110 resource but to 
present the attraction of low· prices aud long crcd;t. Their 
good~ being inferior, they have to sell them for what they can 
get; and purchasers, without folly considering the subject, 
will sometimes allow a low price to decide them. Manu fac 
turers or" cheap" machines are now so set on carrying com
petition to its utmost- competition of Cheapness, not of Ex
cellence-that they me0t "bargain hunters" half way, and 
furnish them chccrf111ly with inferior machines at the cheap 
rate they are asked for. 

We are much mistaken if this is what the public wants or 
expects of us. Good machinery cannot be made when neither 
workman nor employer has pride in his occupation; interest 
and pleasure in the work are both wanting, ancl both are es
sential in making good machinery. 

Our mission and business is, to build Tltreshlng Machh1-
ery of the highest excellence, whatever the cost; and holding 
firmly to this purpose, we have added improvement after im
provement, until the reputation of our machines bas become 
co-extensive with the grain•raising regions of the continent. 

'rhreshing machinery cannot be made for nothing, even 
with the aid of machinery. Our pricQS are as low as they 
onght to he, and, without doubt, as low as tlley ever will he. 
Do not he deceived witl1 cbeapness-q'Ua/ily always descends 
faster than price. Low price, especially in Threshers and 
Portable Engines, means Low {J'Ualiiy, wUh Low Perform
ance and High Repai?'s. 



---Facts and Figures for Purchasers to Consider. 

---o--

The superior qualities 11n<l special excellence of the NICH
OLS & SHEPARD Co. ''VrnRA'l'Or<" must all be dnlyweigiled 

and taken into account when comparing its prices u.ncl terms 
with other and inferior machines. I·r DlP'F'E RS fr0111 all other 
Threshers in many and vei·y important respects; and these 
grain-saving, timc-savin~, money-making, and n1oncy-saving 
qualities are peculiar to it alone. No intolligent person 
would expect to buy a fnll-jeweled Elgin wntch at the same 
price as an'" Oroide 11 imitation, or the famous trotter '" Maud 
S." at the price of a common dray horse. Our H VIBRATOR,, _ 

is furnished perfect and complete in all its parts, from the 
choicest materia . with the best possible workmanship and 
finish. Its mannfacturers use the best of everything and 
plenty of it, and cannot afford, nor do they pretend, to offer 
these superior machines at the prices and ·terms on which 
cheaper mad~ and greatly inferior ones are often sought to he 
H peddled off. It 'rhe maxim, "' THE n&s·r 1s NONE 1.•00 ooon," 
is peculiarly true of Threshing Machines, and the difference 
(if any) between the cost of our" VIBRATOR" and inferior 
makes is made np it1 a very few clays by the eKtra earnings of 
the'' improved and popular machine ." 

FULL PARTICULARS 
of Sizes, Styles, Prices, Terms of payment, e tc., for our com
plete Establishments, as well as Separat..ors '' alone," and En
gines, will be found in the ColIPLETl<~ Pn.rcE L1sTs1 which will 
be furni s!Jecl free ou application in person or by letter to NICH
%S & SHEPARD Co., Battle Creek, Mich., or by any of their 
regultt1· authorized Dealers, in most of the prominent towns 
throughout the country. 

IMPROVEMENTS. 
As is well known, we are never satisfied with present re

sults, and as possible improvementH in our "VIBRATOR 11 and 
Engine are suggested, they arc carefully and tborongbly 
tested,-often at great expcnse,-aud when found of be uefit, 
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are incorporated in our machinery, regardless of past tradi
tions or superstitions. 

'rhis company has no H experiment,, to palm off on its pa
trons, and when a man buys our machinery be can count on 
its capabilities and good qualities without a glimmer of doubt. 

SPECIAL FEATURES. 
As there are numerous imitations of our•~ VIBRATOR" and 

Engine which are being palmed off on the unwary as equal to 
the "original and only genuine," while they are made solely 
to sell on the merits of our Machinery,our friends and custom
ers must bear in mind that the special feat,1res which are so 
fully illustrated and described in our pamphlet are owned ex
clusively by this Company, and are peculiar to, and found 
only on, our Macliine,·y. 

A BROAD AND AMPLE WARRANTY 
Is given with each machine, and is printed in the body of the 
blank used in taking orders from purchasers. It has amp le 
stipulations as to the superior capacity and quality of the ma. 
chine in all kinds of work, and provides fur tbe free delivery 
of duplicates of. any parts which rnay fail by reason of defects. 

SIZES OF ENCINES. · 

We make fonr sizes of plain engines, viz. :No. 6, No. 10, 
No. 13, and No. 17; and three sizes of traction engines, viz.: 
No. 6, No. JO, and No. 13. 

SIZES OF SEPARATORS. 

We build tbc following sizes of Separators:-

24-inch Cylinder, 36-inchSeparator. 
"2&-inch Cylinder, 40-inch Separator. 
32-inch Cylinder, 40-inch Separator. 
32-inch Cylinder, 48-inch Separator. 
36-inch Cylinder, 48-inch Separator. 

Each of them contains the matchless principles uncl pecul
iar features for grain, time and 1noney-saving, which are 
found alone in the N ICHOLS & SnEPARD Co. uVIBRATOit. 11 

The main difference between the sizes is in capacity only. 

NICHOLS & SHEPARD COMPANY, 
Battle Creek, Mich. 
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What a few of our Patrons say 

.&.BOUT OUR 

VIBRATOR MA0HINERY. 

ENON V ALC,EY, Lawrence Co., Pa. • 
Your u Vibrator " Separu.tor docs its work wel1, runs light, 

11nd wiJI handle the grain and straw as fast as a set of hands 
t an att,end to it. We bave earned about $1,300 this •eason, 
and are not done threshing yet. 

ln rcgn.rd to your Clover•Hulling Attachment, we can say 
we are perfectly satisfied. It is the best arrangement for that 
purpose we have ever seen. It docs its work as well as the 
regular clover machines, which cost from $300 to $400. We 
think. we ought to know something about it, as we hnve been 
in the business for twenty years. • 

J. H. l-IENDEl!SON. 
AnmsoN McGEEllON. 

ROBINSON, McLennan Co., Texas. 
'rhc Separator and Engine I bought of you last season gives 

perfect satisfaction. We thrcslled 43,000 bushels with it, and 
gave perfect satisfaction to every one. We threshed as high 
11s 1,800 bushels per day. The expense of running the ma
chine was a mere trifle. We moved from farm to farm with 
out the aid of either horse or mule team. Jt was very easily 
run; in fact, two boys, one 17 years, the other 15 years old, 
could move the Engine and Separator from place to place with 
perfect safety. The engine takes but little fuel and is pro
nounced by all the best in the country. Farmers whom we 
threshed for last season say they want us again this year. 

C. C. HANCOCK. 

L1'ESnuua S•rATION, Met·ccr Co., Pa. 
The Separator and 8-Ilorse Traction Engine which we bought 

of you this season, fill the bill in every particular. We have 
driven our engine over all kinds and conditions of roads in 
this very billy country, with tank-wagon (holding eight bar
rels of water), and other necessary equipments coupled on 
behind, and never stalled once, and everything working as 
complete as an engine on a railroad track. Our rig has run 
the season through without any breaks, threshing 40,778 bush
els or grain, and Ilas given entire satisfaction to all our cus~ 
tomers, although we had very strong opposition. 

We traveled over the hills from near New Wilmington, about 
four miles to Indian Run, when the roads were a solid sheet 
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of ice, moving up cveq hill with ease, while men running 
traction en(sines of oth~r makes said we would have to lie 
over. But 1t was all the same to our engine. It never slipped 
off the road. It steams very rapidly, and takes but little fuel. 

The Separator is all that could be expected by tbreshermen 
or farmers, threshing, separating, and cleaning perfectly. It 
is the boss establishment of this country. 

w. A. MUNNEL. 

STAUNTON, Augusta Co., Va. 
The Steam Thresher outfit we bought of your agents, Hanger 

& Armentrout, in 1879, gives entire satisfaction. We average 
800 bushels of wheat per day. We can do more and better 
work with the "Vibrator" than with any other kind of machine 
we know of. It cleans the grain ready for market and good 
enough for seed. It leaves no scatterings, and when the last 
sheaf is through the machine, we arc ready to move to the 
next job. 'I'he only complaint we can hear is from t.bc men 
who pitched bundles and straw. They have no time t'.> tell 
stories. There are no stops to put on belts or anything else. 
'rim machine runs from morning till noon,· from noon till 
night. The engine gives perfect satisfaction; it is simple and 
durable. The pump cannot be excelled; it is always in order 
and never fails when we want water. In P.bort, the engine is 
just right in every part. POWERS & FISHBURN. 

LYNN G,wvE, Beuna Vista Co., Iowa, April 10, 1885. 
I have run one of your machines for three seasons, with the 

best of satisfaction. Last season we started up as soon as the 
grain was cut, aud threshed until after Christmas, and never 
lost any time by H break-downs." There were ten other ma
chines in this neighborhood, threshing at half price. 111 order 
to get work, and then had to leave many jobs because they 
wasted so mnch grain. We have threshed 350 bushels of 
wheat in one half day, and 60 bushels of timothy in one hour. 

The "Spur Speed" Horse Power runs perfect. 
J°NO. THOMAS. 

W1Lr.,1Al\ISYILLE, Erie Co., N. Y . 
The 10-Ilorse Engine we bought of your agent at Buffalo, 

has given the best of satisfaction both to ourselves and cns
tuners. We consider it perfectly safe from fire. We found it 
impossible lo get any live sparks through your Patent Spark 
Arrester, and the ash pan is so arranged that 110 fire can get 
out of it unless pulled out with the poker or scraper. The 
engine is jnst as safe from firn when the wind blows as it is in 
a calm. r.rhe engine is easily managed, runs easy and cool, 
and almost any one can run it with safety. 

We would recommend the N. S. & Co. Engine as superior 
to any other make we know of. And you can refer any custom
ers you have in this locality to us, and we will cheerfully give 
them any information we can regardi11g your engine. 

W. & J. ROTHENBURG. 

OAKALLA, Putnam Co., Ind. 
In regard to I.he threshing machine bought or you last June 

I would sa.v that as a perfect machine, it has no equal. It 
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threshes fast, runs light, ancl cleans perfectly. Everybody is 
satisfied, and all want us again this coming season. 

ALFRED WOODltUM. 

Graves Co., Ky. 
The Steam Thresher I bought of yon gives perfect satisfac

tion to me and my patrons. I was out 37 days and booked 
$1040. 1 had no trouble in going over hills. I would have 
no oLher Traction .Engine. Every person that has seen 
my engine says that it is the best they ever saw. I am now 
running a 50-inch saw with the engine, and u.m cutting 31000 
feet of lumber per day. F. E. CASHEY. 

LE110Y, Calhoun County, Michigan. 
I have one of your Ten-Horse Guider Engi1,es. Although 

there was a tongue that came with it, I won ld not use a team 
on it if I could get one for the keeping. 1 had rnn three other 
kinds of engines before I bought yours, and pronounce yours 
Urn best of them all . I now r un the 32x48 Separator up to a 
good stiff motion with 70 pounds of steam. A man that can
not keep up Elteam rnust Ue too lazy to cat as much as 1rnture 
requ ires. I have never seen a.ncngine that requires so little 
attention, or that uses so little wood and water. i"'or strength 
and d urability I do not see how they can be improved. l 
would give $200 more for your Engine than any other I have 
seen, on account of the case with which she handles herself 
and gets out of mud holes and other bad places. I run on 
Climax Prairie where the mud is sometimes very deep (and 
where engines without your improvements could not have 
moved), and drew my 32x48 Separator on ,my spot where I 
wanted to go. S. D. WmTTAJ<EB. 

ALCONA, Michigan. 
The Traction Engine I bought of you has given perfect sat

isfaction. I can make plenty of steam, and keep it easily, 
with little fuel. When I first came home with the Engine the 
farmers were somewhat ugainst it, as it was the first one ever 
used here; but 8ince it has been a success, and does not cause 
any fires, they all want me to thresh for them next season. 
I can draw the Separator and tank holding fifteen barrels of 
water over any of our country hills with the Engine, and it 
works surprisingly well on the ordinary roads. 

E. DOWNIE. 

S-r. KLLLAIN, Fond du Lac Co., Wis,, Jan. 26, 1887. 
The Nichols & Shepard outfit, consisting of 13 horse Trac

tion Engine and "Vibrator" Separator, is a splendid establish-
1ncnt. rrhe Separator is unequaled as a fast and thorough 
thresher. The engine goes over rough hilly roads with water 
tank and Separator, giving universal satisfaction to all cus
tomers, many of whom have spoken to me to do their thresh
ing next season. 

We advise any one wishing to buy a money making outfit, 
which will satisfy all parties, to purchase the Nichols & 
Shepard. Jos. STROBEL & Co. 
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PANA, Ills., Feb. 2, 1887. 

We can say that our Nichols & ~hepard Stea,n Outfit is the 
best we ever saw. We ran againi:-t eight different machines 
the past season, and not one of them could compete with ours. 
W c could show more big days work than any other machine 
in this section. 'l'he outfit is jnst what you say it is, "most 
efficient and durable; the best cleaner and easiest running of 
any now known." A. G. METZGER. 

ALTOONA, Dakota, Jan. 20, 1887. 

'fhe Nichols & Shepard Straw-Burner E ngine purchased ·or 
you the past season is as near perfect as seems possjble. It 
steams easy when threshing or on the road, for it will take 
two tanks and the Separator and travel four mile s an hour, .or 
even s ix miles an hour if necessary. It has taken the lead 
through this neighborhood. CHAS. & WM. WURFEL. 

W ArtJrnl", Clark Co., Dak., Jan. 14, 1887. 

J think the Nichols & Shepard "Vibrator" is the best 
thresher now known. It gives complete satisfaction. 'rhe 
N. & S, Straw-Burning Engine is easy to manage, and steams 
very easily. It takes only twelve barrels of water per day. ·It 
is perfectly safe from fire, and, in fact excels in every way. 

J. H. MARTIN. 

BELLE PLAINE, Iowa. 

The 6-Ilorse Self-G uiding Engine and 28x40 Separator, has 
given us perfect satisfaction in every respect. The Engine in 
particular has more than filled our most sangui!le expectations. 
We ha"e never had any trouble in getting over the roads, the 
E ngine propelling itself and drawing the water-tank up every 
hill we had any occasion to ascend, and we had to mount some 
pretty steep qn es, too. It fires easily, makes alJ the steam we 
can u se, i s easy to handle and furni shes all the power needer! 
t.o drive the Separator. Threshing all the grain that two 
sets of hands can pitch to it, doing this, when the grain is in 
good condition, with the reverse lever to link in second notch. 

We consider it ·pcrfcctly safe from fire, having set with the 
front end of boiler within eight feet of a hay stack, and a 
strong wind blowing the smoke into tbe stack. The Separator 
bas g iven as much satisfaction as the Engine, taking care of 
and saving all the grain we could put through it. We threshed 
forone man, in five hours, 205 bushels of wheat, and 610 
bushels of oats, setting twice- the last set being made in just 
fourteen minutes from the time we stopped till we were going 
again, We threshed for another man that had been offered a 
rebate of $10, by the owners of a new machine-waiting on us 
nearly three weeks before we • could get time to go to bis 
place. 

Dnring the season of 1886 we run 53 days and earned 
$1250.00. GEO. D. Nu·r-rING. 

D. D. CO'l''l'RELL. 






